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ROMAN EMPERORS IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES 

Emperor Important Events Bible Books Written 
Augustus 

(31 B.C.-A.D. 15) 
Ordered the census that took Joseph 
and Mary to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1). 

 

Tiberius 
(A.D. 15-35) 

Jesus' earthly ministry conducted 
during his reign (Luke 3:1; 20:22, 
25; 23:2; John 19:12, 15). 

 

Gaius 
(A.D. 35-41) 

Appointed Herod Agrippa I king 
over Palestine (Acts 12:1). 

Matthew (A.D. 40-70) 

Claudius 
(A.D. 41-54) 

Extensive famines (Acts 11:28). 
Expelled the Jews, including 
Priscilla and Aquilla, from Rome 
(Acts 18:2). 

James (A.D. 45-48) 
Galatians (A.D. 49) 
1 & 2 Thess. (A.D. 51) 

Nero 
(A.D. 54-68) 

Paul appealed for trial before him 
(Acts 25:11). 
Favored Christianity early in his 
reign, but when Rome burned in 64 
A.D. he blamed the Christians and 
from then on persecuted them.Had 
Paul and Peter executed (according 
to early Christian tradition). 

1 & 2 Cor. (A.D. 56) 
Romans (A.D. 57) 
Luke (A.D. 57-59) 
Prison Epistles (A.D. 60-62)
Acts (A.D. 60-62) 
1 Tim. (A.D. 62-66) 
Titus (A.D. 62-66) 
Mark (A.D. 63-70) 
1 Pet. (A.D. 64) 
2 Tim. (A.D. 67) 
2 Pet. (A.D. 67-68) 
Jude (A.D. 67-80) 

Galba 
(A.D. 68-69) 

 Hebrews (A.D. 68-69) 

Otho 
(A.D. 69) 

  

Vitellius 
(A.D. 69) 

  

Vespasian 
(A.D. 69-79) 

Crushed the Jewish revolt against 
Rome (A.D. 66-70). 
His son, Titus, destroyed Jerusalem 
(A.D. 70). 

 

Titus 
(A.D. 75-81) 

  

Domition 
(A.D. 81-96) 

 John (A.D. 85-95) 
1, 2 & 3 John (A.D. 90-95) 
Revelation (A.D. 95-96) 

Nerva 
(A.D. 96-98) 
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A.D. 41-44530 (cf. v. 23), and moved his headquarters to Jerusalem. Herod 
Agrippa I had Jewish blood in his veins and consistently sought to 
maintain favor with and the support of the Jews over whom he ruled, 
which he did effectively.531 As the Christian Jews became increasingly 
offensive to their racial brethren (cf. 11:18), Herod took advantage of an 
opportunity to please his subjects by mistreating some believers and by 
executing the Apostle James, the brother of John (cf. Matt. 20:23).532 He 
was the second Christian martyr whom Luke identified (cf. 7:54-60). 
Persecution of the Christians now swung from religious to political. 

 

 HEROD'S FAMILY TREE

ANTIPATER 

HEROD THE GREAT 
King of Palestine 37-4 BC (Luke 1:5)

He built many cities and structures 
including the temple in Jerusalem. 

He killed the boy babies of Bethlehem 
(Matt. 2:1-17).

ALEXANDER HEROD 
ARISTOBULUS

HEROD 
PHILIP I 

He married Herodius and 
fathered Salome 

(Matt. 14:3b; Mark 6:17).

HEROD 
ANTIPAS I 

He ruled Galilee & Perea 
4 BC-39 AD (Luke 3:1). 

He beheaded John the Baptist. 
Jesus called him a fox. 

He tried Jesus (Mark 6:14-29; 
Luke 13:31-32; 23:7-12). 
He married Herodius after 

Herod Philip I did (Mark 6:18).

HEROD  
ARCHAELAUS  

He ruled Judea, Samaria,  
& Idumaea 4 BC-6 AD  

(Matt. 2:22). 

HEROD 
PHILIP II 

He ruled Iturea & 
Trachonitis 4 BC-34 AD 

(Luke 3:1). 
He married Salome.

HEROD OF CHALSIS 
He ruled 41-48 AD. 
He married Bernice.

HEROD 
AGRIPPA I 

He was king of Palestine 
37-44 AD. 

He killed James, imprisoned 
Peter, and God smote him 

(Acts 12:1-11, 23).

HERODIUS 
She married Herod 
Philip I and then 
Herod Antipas. 

She asked for John 
the Baptist's head 

(Matt. 14:3; Mark 6:17).

HEROD  
AGRIPPA II 

He ruled Chalsis & the  
northern territory 50-70 AD. 

Paul addressed him and Bernice 
(Acts 25:13—26:32). 

DRUSILLA 
She married Felix the 

ruler of Judea 52-59 AD 
who tried Paul 

(Acts 23:26—24:27).

BERNICE 
She married Herod of Chalsis. 

She heard Paul with 
Herod Agrippa II 

(Acts 25:13—26:32).

SALOME 
The daughter of Herodius 

& Herod Philip I. 
She danced before Herod 
Antipas (Mark 6:22). 

She married 
Herod Philip II.

 

                                                 
530Josephus, Antiquities of . . ., 19:8:2; idem, The Wars . . ., 2:11:6; Bruce, "Chronological Questions . . .," 
pp. 276-78. 
531See Longenecker, pp. 407-8, for a brief biography of Herod Agrippa I. 
532This is the only apostle's death that the New Testament recorded. 

Source:  Acts Commentary by Thomas Constable found at www.soniclight.com


